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“A towering gothic jewel in the Westcountry’s 
crown!” 
 
Exeter Cathedral is one of the oldest and most beautiful Cathedrals in England. 
Located in the centre of the city, there has been a Cathedral on the present site 
for nearly one thousand years.  
 
The imposing towers of today’s Cathedral date from the early 12th century. 
They form the majority of what remains of the Norman Cathedral which was 
replaced from 1270 -1340 by the beautiful Gothic building we see today with 
its famous West Front and elegant Nave. It is a rich resource of art, craft, 
symbolism and architectural detail.  

 

We can offer you a range of tours, workshops, trails or quiz 
booklets for your visit.  We also plan debates and special 
services too. The Education Department is keen to make the 
day fit your curriculum requirements, so ask us about 
making the sessions bespoke to your needs. 
 
Lisa Gordon, Head Of Education 

 

 

Would your students want to hear about how the  

patron saint of dentistry was tortured?  
 

Would they want to see the shell of the bomb  

that hit the Cathedral in WWII?  
 

Would they want to look upon the mythical creatures  
depicted around the Cathedral? 

 

Would they want to walk on the Cathedral Green with  

a quarter of a million bodies under their feet? 
 

Would they want to look up to see a stone carved  

Exeter City FC mascot? 
 

Whatever is on your curriculum consider the educational 
days we can provide, ! 

 

We offer a tailored day package  
costing from as little as £5.20 per student! 

 

Email: education@exeter-cathedral.org.uk       

Telephone: +44 (0)1392 345887 



“This was the best value school 
trip I have been on, the students 
loved it!”  
Littletown Primary School 

 
 

Example Primary Day - Cost £5.20 per student 
 
10:15—11:15 Cathedral tour, covering what is Christianity, local history. 
Tailored topic; Aspects of 1066, the Saxons built the first Cathedral through to 
the medieval build.  Why the Cathedral is a special place for worship and how 
the building is significant in today’s society. 
 
11.25—12.00  
Group 1—Art Extension - Explore the Cathedral’s art—create sketches and 
record observations, explore using different mediums of charcoal, pencil and 
rubbers . 
Group 2—trail booklet (20p each) in small groups directed by accompanying 
adult. 
 
12:00—13:00 Lunch, outside on the Cathedral Green or hire our lunch room. 
 
13:15—14:15  
Group 1 - Activity—shrinkies stained glass keyring design and make.   
Group 2 - Enrichment programme for selected students on Myths, legends and 
fables.  Pupils will looks at a selection of bosses, corbels and windows that 
depict mythical creatures and the stories of the Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

“Thank you very much for yesterday. The 
students all really enjoyed it and it was great 
that they managed to do and learn so much. 
The workshops had great pace and variety.” 
Exmouth Community College  
 

Example Secondary Day - Cost £6.00 per student 
 
10:15—11:15 Cathedral tour, covering lide of the medieval person exploring 
aspects of the Cathedral build from 1236. 
 
11.25—12.00 The Cathedral Library and Archive Department.  Display and talk 
about a collection of books from the extensive medical collection including the 
works Fabric Of The Human Body by Andreas Vesalius (widely acknowledged as 
the father of modern anatomy).  Student are to consider aspects of 
Renaissance medicine that can be drawn out of the role of the Church in 
Medieval society. 
 
12:00—13:00 Lunch, outside on the Cathedral Green or hire our lunch room. 
 
13:15—14:15   
Group 1 -  Enrichment Programme - Tour of St Nicholas Priory to stimulate 
curiosity for medieval/Elizabethan life and society. Focus on aspects of 
Elizabethan life in Exeter, how towns and cities grew during this time and the 
dissolution of the monasteries.  
Group 2—Tower Tour (an additional £3.50 per student). 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Planning your visit 
We can plan your whole visit for you, and 
why wouldn’t you take us up on that offer 
when prices start from £5.20 per student, 
but you can also do it yourself with our 

pick and mix itinerary… 
 

Guided tours with Cathedral Entry (£2.50 per pupil) 
We have a wide range of themed tours on offer for all schools who 
visit. Our trained guides will tell you about the life, history and 
community of the Cathedral, focusing on your chosen topic area which 
might include signs and symbols, faith in art, medieval history and 
architecture. They are the ideal way to make the most of your visit and 
they are devised to complement the 
curriculum. A guided tour lasts approx. 90 
minutes (except for Pilgrimage & Medieval 
Murder).  
 

Workshops (£2.50 per pupil) 

Give your pupils a memorable day by 
accompanying their guided tour with a 
workshop. Most sessions give the 
opportunity to make something that the 
pupils can then take home with them e.g. 
brass rubbing, mini stained-glass shrinkie 
designs, heraldry, mini medieval models. 
 

Roof  and tower tours (£5/£3.50 per pupil) 
Your visit to Exeter Cathedral isn’t limited to the ground floor! Our 
guides can take you on a true behind-the-scenes tour of the upper 
levels of the Cathedral. Climb high above the Nave, walking the length 
of the famous ceiling.  Visit the bellringing chamber and North tower 
before emerging onto the roof with its stunning views over the city.  
Suitable for ages 8 and over, booking essential.  A Roof tour is £5 per 
child and a Tower tour is £3.50 per pupil. Maximum group size is 15, 
height restrictions apply. 
 

Lunch room (£30 per hour, max 40 pupils) 

Lunch can be eaten on the Cathedral Green or in one of our indoor 
spaces, subject to availability. Booking essential. N.B. should you decide 

to sit outside if the weather is fine, you will still be charged for the room. 

 

Cathedral Entry only (£1.50 per pupil) 

Activity booklets and quiz trails (20p) 
which enable pupils to explore the 
building in groups or individually are 
available for different key stages. 
Please phone to reserve these for 
your group, so that we have the 
relevant booklets available.  
 

 

 



Themed Tours at a glance 

 ART DRAMA DT ENGLISH HISTORY MATHS RE SCIENCE EYFS KS1 KS2 KS3 KS4 KS5 

Explore Exeter Cathedral               

A Special Place               

Signs and Symbols               

Art in the Cathedral               

Pilgrimage               

Medieval Murder Mystery               

Medieval Minds               

The Exeter Book               

St Nicholas Priory/

Cathedral 

              

Library and Archive                

Roof or Tower Tour               

Tailored Tour               

Links to units of study and suitability for different age groups. 



Explore Exeter 
Cathedral 
Find out about Exeter Cathedral! Pupils will hear about the history 
and architecture of the building, as well as finding out what goes on 
in the Cathedral as a place of worship. There’ll be interesting stories, 
fun facts, and chance to spot symbols and animals around the 
building.  
 

 Discover how old the Cathedral is, and learn about the times in 
which it was built. 

 Explore the building and find out about the different spaces and 
what goes on there. 

 Find out about what goes on in the Cathedral as a place of 
worship.  

 Listen to true stories about things that have happened in the 
Cathedral over time.  

 

Aims of the visit: 
 To find out about the Cathedral as both a place of worship 

and a historic monument 
 To understand how the Cathedral 
was important to the medieval person 
and how this compares to the needs of 
the modern visitor. 

A Special Place 
A guided tour around the Cathedral that explores the building as a 
place of worship. Using artefacts and costumes, pupils will discover 
why the Cathedral is a special place, and gain a deeper understanding 
of the Christian faith.  
 

 Explore the special space, and find out about the special furniture 

used in churches. 

 Find out about the special events and celebrations throughout the 

Church year. 

 See and touch special objects 

used at the Cathedral, and find out 

what they are for. 

 Light a candle and reflect upon the 

visit at the end of the tour. 

 

Duration: 90 minutes 

 
 

Aims of the visit: 

 To find out about the Cathedral as 

both a place of worship and a 

historic monument 

 To get a sense of how the 

Cathedral is used in its many ways 

in our modern day. 

 

 

 



Pilgrimage Tour 
Pupils will be met by a medieval pilgrim character who will tell them about 

the importance of a pilgrimage, why it was taken, by whom and what the 

journey entailed. Popular for Year 3 and 4, KS2. 
 

 Pupils will be suitably robed and find out which character they will portray; 

a knight, a king, a musician, a peasant etc. 

 A procession around the Cathedral will take place as the group are lead to 

Bishop Lacy’s tomb. 

 An offering of gifts; music, prayers, speeches etc. are made. 
 

KS3 students can invent their own characters from information provided and 

have a more formal talk/discussion instead of a procession. 

 

Duration: 90 minutes 

 

Aims of the visit: 
 

 To understand why pilgrimage was so 

important to medieval people and why it 

is a practice that still goes on today. 

 To find out about Holy places and why 

they are important to people. 

 To learn about the Cathedral as a place of 

worship. 

 To reflect upon life as a ‘journey’. 

 



Signs and symbols 
Tour 
 
A guided tour around the Cathedral pointing out a host of Christian symbols and 
explaining why they are used. 
 

  Spot the visible symbols like the cross, the Chi-Rho, scallop shell & 

statues of the apostles. 

  Light a candle and handle artefacts. What do different colours 

mean? 

  Learn symbolic words and phrases. 

  Explore the stained glass depictions. 

  Try on our clergy or chorister robes. 

 

Duration: 60 minutes.  
 

Aims of the visit: 
 

  To gain an understanding of the Christian faith 

  To learn about the Cathedral as a place of worship 

Medieval 

Minds Tour 
Cathedrals were of huge importance to medieval society, where 

religion dominated the lives of all – be they rich or peasants. By 

exploring Exeter Cathedral, pupils will gain an insight into the society, 

economy and culture of the Medieval world. 

 
 See original examples of medieval art and architecture, and find out 

the impact of the Black Death during the rebuilding of the Cathedral 
 

 Learn about the struggle between Church and Crown, illustrated 
through the Becket Boss. 
 

 Find out which Bishop meets a sticky end when he gets too involved 
with politics. 

 

Aims of the visit: 

 To develop an understanding of society, economy and culture during 

the Medieval period  

 To discover what daily life would have been like in Medieval 

 Exeter - for both the rich and the poor. 

 To find out about the role of the Cathedral in Medieval Exeter 

 



Medieval Murder 
Mystery 
Cathedrals were of huge importance to medieval society, where 

religion dominated the lives of all – be they rich or peasants. By 

exploring Exeter Cathedral, pupils will gain an insight into the society, 

economy and culture of the Medieval world.   

 

 See original examples of medieval art and architecture, and find out 

the impact of the Black Death during the rebuilding of the Cathedral 

 Learn about the struggle between Church and Crown, illustrated 

through the Becket Boss. Methods of medieval punishment. 

 Find out which Bishop 

meets a sticky end when 

he gets too involved with 

politics. 
 

Duration: 90 minutes 

Art in the Cathedral 
The tour will take you on a guided trail around the Cathedral where 
children and students will be encouraged to observe and respond to a 
variety of carvings, objects, paintings, patterns, symbols and designs. 
 
 Explore how decorative art forms help Christians to pray and 

worship. 
 

 Find out what is the relevance of the icon and how it is made. 
 

 Look at the images depicted in the stained glass windows.  
 

 How do they tell or story, how can we work out who made them or 
how old they are?  

 Explore the furnishings such as the lectern, 
altar, pulpit, Bishops Throne, and tombs. 

 
Duration: 90 minutes 
 
Aims of the visit: 
 

 To be able to appreciate the many examples of 
art and design in the Cathedral through observation, immersion and 
response. 

 
 We also aim to encourage a discussion on the value of art in a 

sacred place and its possible influence. 

Ask us about adding an 
enrichment session. 

We can also add an art 
workshop to this tour! 



Tudor-Tastic St Nicholas 
Priory & Cathedral Trip 

Pupils walk the 10 mins 
from Cathedral Green 
to St Nicholas Priory, 
where younger pupils 
can don a Tudor cloak 
ready for their tour. 
They can learn the 
building’s history as 
they are taken through 
the monk’s cellar and 

into the parlour, the bedroom and The Great Hall - all decorated in 
the glorious Tudor style.  
 

You could discover more about: the rich merchant who lived there 
with his family; the Tudor games children played; how the kitchen 
was used; life or a Prior in Exeter from 1087. 
 

After lunch, take a tour around Exeter Cathedral on a curriculum 
linked theme of your choice with one of our knowledgeable guides. 
1.00 - 2.15 pm Class groups of 30+ are split into 2 smaller groups. 
Up to 65 pupils per day on this tour package, min of 20.  
 

Duration: 90 mins 10.30 - 12noon Lunch space provided. Then 
approx. 90 mins at the Cathedral or until you need to leave for 
home. 

Aims of visit: 
 
  Exeter’s historic buildings – local history links 
  1066 and the dissolution of the monasteries 
  Find out about living in the past – life of a monk, priest, medieval 
worker, Tudor merchant. 

GREAT VALUE! 
The cost per pupil is £6 for the day’s visit 
of both buildings!  And your students can 
lunch in the Tudor Hall as shown below! 



Library and Archives  
Treasure Taster Session 
 

This is an opportunity to visit the Cathedral’s Library and Archive to 
see a selection of wonderful bound treasures.  Students from KS3, 4 & 
5 can explore a selection of books documenting evolution of recording, 
fashion and progression of refined book making through the ages. With 
a close up on: book covers; style of writing; ancient doodles; 
magnificent hand illustrations; prominent themes of the time etc.  
Students will learn how to correctly handle books and how best to 
preserve them. As a tutor, once you have discovered what the Library 
and archives hold you will see how links can be made to aid future 
programmes of study.  
 
Duration: 40 mins for a group of 15 students £2.00 per student. This 
can be offered on a round robin basis with a larger group including a 
floor guided tour and archives split £4.50 per student.  
 
Aims of visit: 
 

  Learn more about bespoke collections and handling. 
 

  Medieval manuscripts, early printed books and modern published 
texts on a remarkable range of subjects 
including local history, theology, 
medicine, science and many more. 
 

  Library documentation since the 
printed word. 
 

  Opportunities for research. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

“Each visit is an active learning 
experience designed to encourage 
pupils to ask questions.” 
We hope to provide experiences and memories that will last beyond 
the length of your visit. We are always happy to adapt and develop our 
workshops to meet your pupils’ particular needs. We want to make 
teachers happy too! So we will do everything we can to make sure that 
your visit runs smoothly. 

The work of the Cathedral Education Department work has become 
highly regarded. Teacher and pupil feedback is consistently excellent 
and its programme attracts schools locally, nationally and 
internationally. We also deliver wider educational outreach to families, 
community groups and teachers in the form of self-guided materials 
and special events. “ 

Jonathan was born, in1961, in leafy Surrey.  He loved school, and especially so when at 
Primary School. He joined the Cubs and Crusaders at the local Baptist Church, and 
attended Evensong in the parish church. Having passed his 11+, he went on to Reigate 
Grammar School, which is now an independent school. 19 ‘I took my O’s and A’s; but 
I’m better at thinking off the cuff! So I swotted at the last minute! Thankfully, I passed! 
I got a place at Trinity College, Cambridge to study Theology, where I concentrated on 
the New Testament.’  

 

You are Welcome! 
 

The Very Reverend Jonathan Greener 



On the day of your 
visit 
Arrival and departure 
There is no coach parking at Exeter Cathedral, although arrangements 
can be made to accommodate a small minibus for disabled visitors. 
Please discuss this at the time of booking. Drop off/pick up points are 
available in South Street (EX1 1DZ) opposite the cut/walkthrough to 
the Cathedral next to Connells Estate Agents available at any time.  
Parking for coaches is available at Haven Banks Car Park, EX2 8DP. 
 

Facilities 
Toilet facilities are available in the Pearson Education Centre. There 
are also more toilets in the Cloister area. These are available to 
schools but we advise supervision as they are accessible to the 
general public. There is also a café in the Cloisters and a shop inside 
the Cathedral which groups are welcome to visit in small numbers 
under supervision. 
 

Behaviour 
Please remind students that they are entering a place of worship. 
Services take place daily and many people visit to pray and light 
candles privately. Cathedral Green and the Cloister Garden are both 
burial grounds. We ask that students behave respectfully inside and 
outside the Cathedral.   
 

 
 

 

Please do not allow pupils to eat, drink, run or shout in the building. It 
might be worthwhile preparing children for the presence of tombs to 
make sure that they are comfortable with the idea of visiting a place 
where the dead are laid to rest. 
 

Risks and Hazards 
The Cathedral is around 900 years old and there are a number of 
potential hazards including worn, uneven paving and lit candles. In 
addition to this the Cathedral can get very busy with visiting public 
and schools particularly during Christmas, Easter and the Summer 
months. Accompanying adults must stay with pupils throughout their 
visit (including tours and workshops) and are responsible for their 
welfare and safety. During some tours we may invite a student to light 
a candle or taste unconsecrated wafer. Please let us know in advance 
if this may be a problem. 
 
We recommend that all visitors keep a close eye on their belongings.  
The Dean and Chapter of Exeter cannot take responsibility for any lost 
items. In the case of an emergency please approach a member of staff 
or steward (identifiable by their red sashes).  
 
We can provide a risk assessment which you can use to supplement 
your own. We recommend that teachers make a preliminary visit free 
of charge for the purpose of completing risk assessments.  
 

 

 



Any other questions? 

Do we need to book in advance? 

All visits must be pre-booked to enable us to plan your visit and to ensure 

you arrive at a time when the Cathedral is not closed or busy. Please fill in 

the booking form in the first instance. We will contact you with any queries 

and then to confirm your booking.  We encourage teachers to make a free 

preliminary visit. Please call or email us in advance to arrange access and to 

meet one of our team if possible.   

 

How many students can I bring? 

We recommend bringing a group of around 30 pupils for the best possible 

experience. We can accommodate larger groups but they will need to be 

divided into more manageable sized groups with different visiting/tour times 

throughout the day.  We expect a ratio of 1 teacher to every 10 pupils. 

Accompanying adults must stay with pupils throughout their visit (including 

tours and workshops) and are responsible for their welfare and safety. 

Disruptive behaviour will not be tolerated inside the Cathedral. 

 

How do we pay? 

We can accept payment on arrival by cash or cheque or we can invoice you 

after the visit. Please let us know how you would like to pay when you make 

your booking. 

 

Are there access issues? 

We make every effort to ensure that all visitors enjoy their visit to Exeter 

Cathedral. Wheelchairs are able to access all areas on the ground floor of the 

Cathedral. Wheelchair access to the Library & Archive is via the Palace Gate 

entrance and entry to the Chapter House for wheelchair users is via the 

Cloister Garden. 

What about food and drink? 

The Cathedral Café can cater for groups of all sizes, offering everything from 

welcome drinks and Devon Cream Teas to light lunches, buffets and canapés. 

Please note that food and drink must not be consumed in the Cathedral. 

Please ask us about booking a lunch room. 

 

Can we take photographs? 

Yes! Please feel free to take photos inside the Cathedral. We would also love 

to see your photos so please feel free to send them in or share on social 

media @ExeterCathedral.  Please do not take photographs of visiting 

children, this goes against our Safe Guarding Policy. 

How to find us 
Travelling by coach 
No parking is available at the Cathedral but a drop-off facility for 
coach drivers is available at South Street (EX1 1DZ), adjacent to 
Cathedral Green. 
 
15 minutes from Junction 30 of the M5 
50 minutes from Torquay   
2 hours from Stonehenge 
2 hours from Bath 
 
Travelling by rail 
Trains run regularly to Exeter St Davids (from London Paddington and 
London Waterloo, from Cornwall, journeys via the Midlands) and 
Exeter Central (from London Waterloo). Both stations are within 
walking distance of the Cathedral, with Exeter Central being the 
closest. 
 
Travelling by bus 
National Express and Megabus coaches use the bus and coach station 
at Paris Street in the centre of the city. The Cathedral is a 10 minute 
walk. 



Big LEGO® Build 
We’re rebuilding the Cathedral 

The first bricks in our Big LEGO® Build were laid on Thursday 11th February 2016 at a 

special ceremony to launch the project, which aims to build a scale-model of Exeter 

Cathedral out of LEGO bricks. 

 

The final model, made up of 300,000 LEGO bricks, will be an impressive 3.6m long, 2m 

wide and 1m high. 

 

Everyone is invited to get involved in the build and for every £1 donated people can 

add a brick to the model. Exeter is one of just four Cathedrals in the country to have 

its own LEGO model. 

 

A great team of volunteers will be on hand to assist you and tell you about the 

project and what we hope to achieve.  Money raised will help us preserve and 

conserve the fabric of Exeter Cathedral. 

 

 

How to get involved 

If you would like to visit the Lego 

Cathedral as part of your visit, 

please allow an extra 15 minutes 

on to your visit time.  

 

Pupils and teachers may bring £1 

with them on visits to purchase 

bricks.  Alternatively, a brick per 

pupil can be included in to the 

cost of your visit. Please ask for 

more information when booking. 

Cathedral Shop 
Situated inside the Cathedral, 

our shop is a treasure trove of 

all sorts of delights for kids 

and adults alike!  


