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The bells themselves have a very long history, and are all named; they were cast by several different founders between 1616 and 1979, but many of them have been recast from much earlier bells and have a continuous history from medieval times. They now form a ring of twelve in B flat major, and there are two extra bells which allow other keys to be obtained and make it possible to ring eight or ten of the lighter bells if desired.

The principal rings which can be obtained are:

· Twelve in B flat major, Tenor 72½cwt

· Back Ten in B flat major, Tenor 72½cwt

· Back Eight in B flat major, Tenor 72½cwt

· 'Stafford Twelve' in C minor, Tenor 40¾cwt

· 'Stafford Ten' in C minor, Tenor 40¾cwt

· 'Stafford Eight' in C minor, Tenor 40¾cwt

· 'Jubilee Ten' in E flat major, Tenor 28cwt

· 'Thomas Eight' in E flat major, Tenor 28cwt

· 'Cobthorne Six' in E flat major, Tenor 28cwt

· Six in F major, Tenor 19cwt

· Six in B flat major, Tenor 8½cwt

The ringing peal in the south tower has a total weight of nearly 14 tons, with the tenor, ‘Grandisson’, weighing over 72 cwt (more than 3.5 tons). This is second only to Liverpool Cathedral (tenor 82 cwt) and ahead of St Paul’s Cathedral (tenor 60 cwt).
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Grandisson

Starting with the heaviest bell, and walking anti-clockwise around the frame, one can see each of the bells in reverse order. The name of the bell is given, followed by its weight and note.

GRANDISSON

(Tenor, 72cwt, 2qtr, 2lb in B flat)
EX DONO JOHANNIS GRANDISSON EPISCOPI

EXON GULIEMVS EVANS FECIT 1729

RECAST 1902

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

Evans’ bell of 1729 was probably the third since the original bell was given by John Grandisson in the 14th century; she was certainly recast by Purdue in 1676. When the bells were restored in 1902,the bell was thought to be insufficiently powerful and was again recast with half-a-ton of additional metal. The bell bears a medallion of the head of Archbishop Laud. Often it is rung by two ringers but can be handled by one.
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Grandisson in full cry
STAFFORD
(11th: 40cwt, 3qtr, 19lb in C)
EX DONO EDMUNDI STAFFORD EPISCOPI

EXON RENOVAT EX IMPENSIS DECANI

ET CAPITVLI EXON ANNO DOMINI 1676

PER THO PERDVE

Edmund Stafford was Bishop from 1395-1419. This bell was cast in 1676 and is one of the finest bells in Britain with a noble and very powerful tone and finely decorated.
OLDHAM
(10th: 33cwt, 2qtr, 11lb in D)
WM. EVANS FECIT RECAST 1729

This bell is also known as “Trinity” or “Old Nine O’clock”. There was a “Trinity” in the 15th century, so Bishop Hugh Oldham who died in 1519 must have paid for her recasting. William Evans of Chepstow recast this bell, and the 3rd and tenor in 1729. He failed twice with “Oldham” before casting her successfully, but she is now the only one of his bells surviving in the ring.

COBTHORNE

(9th: 28cwt, 4lb in E flat)

EX DONO IOHANNIS COBTHORNI QVONDAM
DECANI EXON TH PVRDVE FECIT

RENOVAT EX IMPENSIS DECANI ET

CAPITVLI EXON ANNO DOMINI 1676
John Cobthorne was Dean 1419-1457. Purdue hung the bell by bolts through the crown as the cannons were defective, and had to sign a bond guaranteeing the bell for twenty years. Over three hundred years later she is still hung from bolts, and so, today, are all the others.

DOOM

(8th: 19cwt, 19lb in F)
RENOVAT EX IMPENSIS DECANI ET

CAPITVLI EXON ANNO DOMINI 1693: TP

The name, which dates from before 1553, probably derives from the bell’s use at executions. She was recast by Thomas Purdue and his partner Thomas Knight after James Pennington III had failed to recast her satisfactorily.

FOX

(7th: 18 cwt, 4lb in G)

W (bell) E RECAST 1729
RECAST AT EXPENSE OF A. M. DEAN IN 1902

EX IMIS FUIMUS * SIDERA SCANDIMUS

This bell was named after Richard Fox, Bishop 1487-1491, and recast from an earlier bell named “Mary”. Again recast by William Evans in1729, and in 1902 by Taylor’s.

PONGAMOUTH

(Flat 6th: 11cwt. 1qtr, 8lb in A flat)
THO PENNINTON NEW CAST ME ANNO DOMINI

1630 RENOVAT EX IMPENSIS DECANI ET

CAPITVLI EXON

Called ‘The Major’ in 1553, and recast by John Pennington’s elder brother. The name is a mystery, but a pongo is a species of ape with a large mouth; “Pongamouth may be a nickname, as ringers call a bell “wide-mouth-ed” if she speaks slowly.

PURDUE

(6th: 10cwt, 1qtr, 2lb in A)

THO PERDVE ME FECIT ANNO DOMINI 1676

EX IMPENSIS DECANI ET CAPITVLI EXON
A new bell in 1676, to be used instead of the flat 6th to make a ring of eight in B flat (Grandisson as tenor), cast by Thomas Purdue of Closworth.

PENNINGTON

(5th: 8cwt, 2qtr in B flat)
JOHN PENNIGTON OF EXON NEW CAST ME

ANNO DOMINI 1658

Recast by John Pennington, whose foundry was in Paul Street, from a bell called “The Eight” in 1553. It was recast during the Commonwealth, but bears impressions of coins of Charles I.

BIRDALL

(4th: 8 cwt, 3qtr, 10lb in C)
ANNO DOMINI 1616 1 B

A new bell in 1616, providing a ring of six in E flat major. Some of the lettering used by John Birdall was inherited from the medieval Exeter foundry, but his own initials are in a later highly decorated lettering. Birdall’s foundry was on the St.Thomas side of Exe Bridge.

EARLE

(3rd: 7cwt, 1 qtr, 22lb in D)
RECAST 1729 W (bell) E

RECAST IN WAR I HOPE TO HERALD PEACE

WHEN ALL SHALL LOVE AND

‘HYMNS OF HATRED’ CEASE

A.M. DEAN

William Evans of Chepstow recast this bell, formerly in the north tower, to make the treble for a ring of ten. It was accidentally broken in 1915, and recast by Taylor’s under the Dean, Arthur Earle, Bishop of Marlborough. (Three other bells in the north tower disappeared, apparently disposed of by the sub-dean, during the 17th century). This bell is also known as the “Little Nine o’Clock bell” as this bell is chimed by being swung prior to Holy Communion.
THOMAS II

(2nd: 6cwt, 3qtr, 2lb in E flat)

A THANK-OFFERING FROM

AN EXETER CITIZEN *1922*

HOMINIBUS BONAE VOLUNTATIS

THOMAS I

(Treble: 6cwt, 2qtr, 16lb in F)

A THANK-OFFERING FROM

AN EXETER CITIZEN *1922*

IN TERRA PAX
These two bells were given by A.C.Thomas, and hung in 1923 to make a ring of twelve. They were cast at Loughborough by John Taylor & Son.

JUBILEE
(Sharp treble: 6cwt, 26lb in G)

QUEEN ELIZABETH SILVER JUBILEE

1977

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

1979

A “sharp” treble bell, the newest in the tower, was cast in 1979 in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the throne in 1977. This bell was added to create the Jubilee Ten.
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Further information about the weights of the bells and their history can be found on The Rings of Twelve website.
This description of the bells has been reproduced from 
'Exeter Cathedral - A Celebration' 
by kind permission of The Reverend Prebendary John G. M. Scott, 
the author of the chapter on The Bells and Clock.
